
“August is the border between summer and autumn; it is the
most beautiful month I know.”

- Tove Janson, Finnish author, novelist, painter, illustrator, 1914-2001
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The month of August, with its sunshine, is fit for vacations. Many countries around the globe

celebrate their national days this month, starting with Switzerland on the 1st and ending with

Malaysia on the 31st. In between, there are Singapore (9th), Pakistan (14th), India (15th), Indonesia

(17th) and many more. Almost two billion people, i.e., nearly one in every four on earth, will have their

national celebrations.

In terms of religious and cultural observations, there are two major festivals – originating from the

eastern and western civilizations. For the Taoists and Buddhists, the 7th lunar month (Ghost Month)

starts from 29th July until 26th August this year. If you have followed our newsletters before, you

probably know that there are many taboos during the “Ghost” month – e.g., avoiding late-night

outings, going for major surgery, swimming, weddings etc. On the 15th lunar day (12th), many

believers will celebrate the Ghost Festival, also known as Zhongyuan (中元) or Yulanpen (盂兰盆)

festival, with sumptuous food and flowers offerings. On the 15th of August, Catholics and Orthodox

Christians will observe an important Marian feast, the Assumption of the Blessed Mary. The feast

day marks the belief that Mary was assumed to or ascended into heaven.

Happy celebrations to all our friends celebrating this month. Like its namesake, Augustus, August is

filled with activities and is as triumphal as the sun out there (if you live in the northern hemisphere,

this mid-summer month may just be a bit too hot this year. We hope our undersea image chosen for

this month’s greetings will keep you cool!

May the sparkles from the sun bring you joy, happiness,
and laughter!
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A Journey A Month…
Your Story. Our Story. The Human Story.

We always think we know it all, yet there will

always be something new. As I researched and

composed this month’s newsletter, I discovered

some fun facts about several countries I thought I

knew. Let’s see if the answers to these five

questions are new to you too:

Q1. Do you know that owning only one guinea pig in Switzerland is illegal? Yes -The Animal

Protection Ordinance in Switzerland dictates that guinea pigs (and a few other species like parrots) are

very sociable animals, so one must have them in a group of at least two.

Q2. For those with IT background: Do you know that the World Wide Web was invented in

Switzerland? Yes – Sir Tim Berners-Lee, a British scientist, invented the World Wide Web while working

at CERN, Switzerland, in 1989.

Q3. For any proclaimed economist, do you know that India has a population that is more than the

Western Hemisphere? Yes – According to United Nations, India has the 2nd largest population (1.4B)

in the world (after China). In the Western Hemisphere, the most populated country, the U.S.A, has

333M, followed by Brazil with 215M and Mexico with 128M. Germany, the largest country in Europe,

only has 84M.
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Q4. For any history buff (or my Italian friends), do you know that Marco Polo may have been the

first European who visited Indonesia? Yes – Allegedly, Marco Polo was the first European to mention

Indonesia in his travelogue. Apparently, he spent five months on “Java the Less”, i.e. Sumatra.

Q5. Finally, do you know that Singapore has its entire National Anthem lyrics printed on its S$1,000

note? Yes – Unfortunately, the S$1,000 note has been discontinued since 2021. So you can’t get it

from the bank anymore for your collection.
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If you have enjoyed those questions, you could click the Youtube links below to find many more fun

facts about these countries (Youtube clips credit: Office holidays).

1st August: Swiss National Day: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AfexbnBiK-M

9th August: Singapore National Day: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AQS_KeuZp6M&t=3s

15th August: India Independence Day: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vKQNvWt5JRw

17th August: Indonesia Independence Day: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BeR4YpTUsMc

31st August: Malaysia Merdeka (Independence) Day:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=42_kGV7Q5Sc&t=121s

You can use your newfound fun facts for small talk, but perhaps not to debate as an expert. When it

comes to claims that involve ownership or any ranking order, people from countries other than the

claimant may get very passionate, and a friendly conversation may quickly turn into a heated debate

for an already hot summer! The key is to have some fun, chill and enjoy!

“The more I read, the more I acquire, the more certain I am
that I know nothing.”

– Voltaire, French Enlightenment writer, philosopher, 1694-1778
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The world is fascinating simply because differences exist!

Join us to spread the words, share the vision, and do our parts.

At TransCultural Group (TCG), we are determined to

play our part in making the world a better place. We

have launched an e-book for Youth. We have also

uploaded the complete series of “Food around the

World” on our YouTube channel.

Please share it If you love our effort, and please give

us a “like” and subscribe to our “YouTube” channel (it

is free!) Come support us!

Crossing Cultures – Beyond Boundaries

Keng Keng Tan
Founder & CEO
TransCultural Group
kengkeng@transculturalgroup.com
www.transculturalgroup.com
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Thanks for signing up for our newsletter. If you find it interesting, please join us to spread our effort -

together let's make our world a better place.

If you have not signed up for our newsletter but have received

this through a friend, you can sign up by clicking on the button: Free Monthly Newsletter

If you no longer wish to receive our newsletter, please click "Unsubscribe from Newsletter".

About TransCultural Group: TransCultural Group (TCG) is a premier consulting firm that provides high

quality learning programmes, including workshops and customised cultural experiences to those in

search of traditions, values and excellence. The company is founded to provide an exclusive and

unparalleled learning environment for the development of thoughtful leaders (and youths) worldwide,

beyond time, space and cultural boundaries. www.transculturalgroup.com.

A typical TCG's workshop will start with a CQ assessment (either CQ Pro for Professionals, or CQ for

Youth for students) as the first step, followed by discussion and interactive sessions to understand

how they may further increase their cultural intelligence.If you are interested in TCG's programmes,

please reach out to us: contact@transculturalgroup.com.

If you no longer wish to be with us, please click Unsubscribe

TransCultural Group 20, Maxwell Road Singapore, Central Singapore 069113 Singapore

https://www.facebook.com/TransCulturalGroup/
https://twitter.com/TCulturalGroup
https://www.instagram.com/transculturalgroup/
https://is-tracking-link-api-prod.appspot.com/api/v1/click/6260761234505728/4905952797523968
https://is-tracking-link-api-prod.appspot.com/api/v1/click/5058477750222848/4905952797523968
https://is-tracking-link-api-prod.appspot.com/api/v1/click/6330768865886208/4905952797523968
mailto:contact@transculturalgroup.com
https://xu237.infusionsoft.com/app/linkClick/9101/f1c6b7b40f90688f/14125/4579fc11a2c66ec1

