
“One way or another, we are all biased, but still we have the
modern cortical capacity to choose whether or not to let the

harmful biases dictate our behavior..”

- Abhijit Naskar, Neuroscientist and author, 1991
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Readers of our past newsletters may remember that our Romanian friends celebrate the festival of

Mărțișor, the spring festival on the 1st of March. You can watch this clip featured last year: Mărțișor

today for a fuller version of this festival.

This year, Mardi Gras(Fat Tuesday) also falls on the 1st of March. Watch how people from New

Orleans celebrate and indulge themselves before the start of Lent, the 40 day- long fasting period

before Easter: Mardi Gras World,

Some other popular days this month include International Women’s Day (8th), St. Patrick’s Day

(17th), Nowruz, the Persian New Year (21st) and Mother’s Day (27th for those in the U.K.)

Happy March!

A Journey A Month…
Your Story. Our Story. The Human Story.

Have you been to Shanghai and visited the

famous classical gardens in Suzhou? If so, have

you noted the different styles between the

Chinese versus the English and French gardens?
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Besides the usual flowers and trees in every landscaped garden, the classical Chinese gardens

feature rocks, ponds, pavilions, walkways joining different halls and towers in their designs. Those

familiar with English and French gardens may find the Chinese design chaotic and overly crowded.

Though, in 1739, Jean-Denis Attiret (a.k.a,王致誠), a French Jesuit painter at Emperor Qianlong’s

court, managed to find its disordered and anti-symmetry beauty. He said, “One admires the art with

which this irregularity is carried out. Everything is in good taste and so well arranged that there is not

a single view from which all the beauty can be seen; you have to see it piece by piece.”

Many years ago, I had the opportunity to visit these gardens. I was intrigued by the kaleidoscope of

windows along the walkways that join one building to another. Notably, through the different window

frames, one gets a different view of the garden. The Zigzag bridge (also known as the Nine-turn

bridge 九曲桥) is also designed for visitors to enjoy viewing the garden from different angles. Alas, a

very Confucian way of looking at life!
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To better our cross-cultural skills, we learn that everyone has unconscious bias. All of us tend to

interpret others and our world through the lenses in our minds. If we only have one set of lenses, we

will only have one perspective of interpreting the world. We will not see what others may see, and we

will likely miss the beauty the world is offering us.

Like those classical Chinese gardens, architected to delight visitors at different turning angles

through different window frames, the surprises are part of the vibrant views of the gardens. A walk in

the classical Chinese garden brings out the poets in us. Amidst nature and man-made design, we

find different scenes depicting every corner of our lives. Chaotic beauty, charming marvels indeed.

May your world be inspired by the different window frames
of your mind!

The world is fascinating simply because differences exist!

Join us to spread the words, share the vision, and do our parts.
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At TransCultural Group (TCG), we are determined

to play our part in making the world a better place.

We have launched an e-book for Youth. We have

also uploaded the complete series of “Food

around the World” on our YouTube channel.

Please share it If you love our effort, and please

give us a “like” and subscribe to our “YouTube”

channel (it is free!) Come support us!

Crossing Cultures – Beyond Boundaries

Keng Keng Tan
Founder & CEO
TransCultural Group
kengkeng@transculturalgroup.com
www.transculturalgroup.com

Thanks for signing up for our newsletter. If you find it interesting, please join us to spread our effort -

together let's make our world a better place.
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If you have not signed up for our newsletter but have received

this through a friend, you can sign up by clicking on the button: Free Monthly Newsletter

If you no longer wish to receive our newsletter, please click "Unsubscribe from Newsletter".

About TransCultural Group: TransCultural Group (TCG) is a premier consulting firm that provides high

quality learning programmes, including workshops and customised cultural experiences to those in

search of traditions, values and excellence. The company is founded to provide an exclusive and

unparalleled learning environment for the development of thoughtful leaders (and youths) worldwide,

beyond time, space and cultural boundaries. www.transculturalgroup.com.

A typical TCG's workshop will start with a CQ assessment (either CQ Pro for Professionals, or CQ for

Youth for students) as the first step, followed by discussion and interactive sessions to understand

how they may further increase their cultural intelligence.If you are interested in TCG's programmes,

please reach out to us: contact@transculturalgroup.com.
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